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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A web access mechanism embedded in a device/^ 
comprising : 

web server that generates a device web /£age 
wherein the device web page provides a sey of user 
interface functions for the device; 

network interface that enables a/cess to the 
device web page by a web borowser su&h that a user of 
the web browser accesses the user/interface functions 
for the device through th,e device web page. 



2 . The web access me 
web server receives ar 
interface and then ge 
defines the device v$6b 
command . 



I 

chaiai^sm of claim 1, wherein the 



H2 



urates 



command/via the network 



ITML file that 



age in response to the HTTP 



3. The web afccess mechanism of claim 2, wherein the 
HTTP command specifies a URL corresponding to the 
device . 



25 4. /The web access mechanism of claim 3, wherein the 
HTML file contains a set of information pertaining to 
{he device . 
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5. The web access mechanism of claim 3, wherein the 
HTML file contains a set of URLs that control 
of predetermined functions for the device whereii 
each URL may point to a web page located internal to 
the device or a web page located external to/the 
device . 



lerein the 
>1 a 



6. The web access mechanism of claim/5, wherein the 
HTML file contains a hyperlink to an/external web 
10 page that specifies additional intimation pertaining 
to the device , , 

A device, comprising; 

processor that genirajt^s a de^/ice web page 
15 wherein the device web p^age p^otfides a set of user 

interface functions fo^f olie device and includes a set 
of information pertaining \o jthe device; 

memory for stpring the device web page; 
input/output circuitry that enables 
20 communication >zia a communication path such that a 
web browser ^accesses the device web page via the 
communication path. . 

8. The/ device of claim 7, wherein the processor 
receives an HTTP command via the input/output 
25 cirouitry and then generates an HTML file that 

defines the device web page in response to the HTTP 
:ommand . 
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9. The device of claim 8, wherein the HTTP command 
specifies a URL corresponding to the device. 

10. The device of claim 8, wherein the HTML /tile 
contains a set of URLs that control a set 
predetermined functions for the device wherein each 
URL may point to a web page located internal to the 
device or a web page located external/to the device 



10 



15 



11. The device of claim/8, wherein the HTML file 
defines a set of graphical^ mechanisms for controlling 



a set of predetermined 



functions for the device 



/ 



12. The device of claim JS , ,wftexein---trhe HTML file 
contains a hyperlink tcO^TLyexternal web page that 
specifies additional ^information pertaining to the 
device . 



13. A user interface method for a device, comprising 
20 the steps of 

generating a device web page within the device 
wherein thde device web page provides a set of user 
interface functions for the device ; 

roviding access to the device web page from a 
25 web browser external to the device such that a user 
of/ the web browser accesses the user interface 
functions for the device through the device web page 
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14. The method of claim 13 # wherein the step of 
generating a device web page includes the step of 
generating an HTML file that defines the device 
page in response to an HTTP command received fr^m the 
web browser . 




15. The method of claim 14, wherein the I3TTP command 
specifies a URL corresponding to the device. 



10 
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16. The method of claim 14 , wherejim the HTML file 
contains a set of inf orij(afc4or 

, . / V 

device . 



pe^fxaining to the 



17. The method of claiVn 3/4 ,/ Wherein- the HTML file 
contains a set of URLs t^feart control a set of 
predetermined functior*s for the device wherein each 
URL may point to a v/eb page located internal to the 
device or a web page located external to the device 



20 18. The method of claim 14, wherein the HTML file 

contains a /hyperlink to an external web page that 
specifie^r additional information pertaining to the 
device. 



25 19/ A user interface apparatus embedded in a device, 
Comprising : 
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means for generating a device web page within 
the device wherein the device web page provides a* set 
of user interface functions for the device ; 

means for providing access to the device 7 , web 
page from a web browser external to the device such 
that a user of the web browser accesses tme user 
interface functions for the device thrc^ugh the device 
web page . 



10 
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20. The apparatus of claim 19, vyfoerein the means for 
generating a device web psige includes means for 
generating an HTML file/chat /defines the device web 
page in response to an/ HTT\^ command generated by the 
web browser . 



21. The apparatus o^A^la^ 20, wherein the HTTP 
command specifies a^ URL corresponding to the device 



22. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the HTML file 
20 contains a s^£ of information pertaining to the 
device . 



23. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the HTML file 
contains a set of URLs that control a set of 
25 predetermined functions for the device wherein each 
may point to a web page located internal to the 
device or a web page located external to the device. 
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24. The apparatus of claim 20 , wherein the HTML fil< 
contains a hyperlink to an external web page that 
specifies additional information pertaining to tjae 
device . 



25. A system, comprising: 

device having an embedded web serv^f that 
generates a device web page wherein the device web 
page provides a set of user interface functions for 



10 the device and includes a/set\of 
pertaining to the device/, ^the 
network interface that Enables 
web page via a communic^tioi/ ne 
web browser couple 
15 wherein a user of the w 



formation 
ice also having a 
ccess to the device 



the 



itwork; 

communication network 
5wser accesses the user 
interface functions ttfc the device through the device 
web page . 



26. The system/of claim 25, wherein the web server 
2 0 in the device /receives an HTTP command via the 

communication network and the network interface and 
then generates .an HTML file that defines the device 
web pager in response to the HTTP command. 



25 27./ The system of claim 26, wherein the HTTP command 
§^ecifies a URL corresponding to the device. 
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28. The system of claim 26, wherein the HTML file 
contains a set of URLs that control a set of 
predetermined functions for the device such that the 
user of the web browser selects the URLs to control 



the predetermined functions of the device wherein 
each URL may point to a web page located /internal to 
the device or a web page located exterr?al to the 
device . 



29. The system of claim 26, wherein the HTML file 
contains a hyperlink tp art^external web page located 

>n network that specifies 
additional informati/on pei?taining to the device. 



30. The system of <fl/fim 25, wherein the 
communication netwq^K comprises a home-based 
communication network , 



31. The system of claim 25, wherein the 
communication network comprises a large-organization 
communication network. 



32. /The system of claim 25, wherein the 
communication network comprises the world wide web of 
:he Internet. 
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